
False River Watershed Council

This council has five resolutions

HCR 123,2012 RS
HCR 230,2015 RS
HCR 36,2016 RS
HCR 52,2017 RS
HCR 35,2020 RS



ENROLLED

Regular Session,20l2

IIOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. I23

BY REPRESENTATIVE THIBAUT

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To establish the False River Watershed Council and to provide for its n.rembelship and

responsibilities.

WHEREAS, False River, an oxbow lake formed fi'on.r a bend in the Mississippi

River, is located in Pointe Coupee Parish; and

WHEREAS, False River, a lake well known fol its natural scenic beauty and for the

fact that it is an important natural resource that supports an abundance of recreational

activities, including fishing, swimming, waterskiing, boating, birding, and waterfowl

hunting; and

WHEREAS, these scenic and recreational opportunities are critical components

necessary to the economic well-being ofthe region surrounding the lake and, indeed, to the

state as a whole; and

WHEREAS, Alticle IX, Section I of the Constitution of Louisiana declales that the

"natural resources ofthe state, including ... water ... shall be plotected, conserved, and

replenished insofar as possible and consistent with the health, safety, and rvelfare of the

people. The Legislature shall enact laws to irnplement this policy"; and

WHEREAS, the aquatic habitat of False River has been in a state of decline due to

a variety of causes, including increased runoff from the development of the surrounding

land, sholeline modifications and development, and the sediment and nutt'ient content of

runoff from agricultural development, runoff that at its peak resulted in tens of thousand tons

ofsilt being deposited annually into the lake; and

WHEREAS, these causes have negativelyinrpacted and maycontinue to threaten and

degrade the value of the lake as a valuable resource for wildlife habitat and as a source of

economic activity that stimulates the surrounding area and should allow fol the increased

enjoyment ofthe lake; and
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HCRNO. I23 ENROLLED

WFIEREAS, in an efforl to address these issues, in 2001, the Urlited States Arrny

Cotps of Engineers began the "False River Aquatic Resources Ecosystetn Restoration

Project" which ". . . rvould enhance and restore the False River ecosystem by enhancing

fishelies and wildlife habitat, addressing sedirnentation and associated water quality issues

in False River'. . ."; and

WHEREAS, although it began in 2001 with an allocation of ten thousand dollars

which resulted in the Project Restoration Plan being completed and submitted to the Corps'

Mississippi Valley Division for approval in August 2002, the requiled prelillinary

ecosystem snrdy by the Colps went urrfbnded liom 2003 through 2009 and therefbre is

currerrtly stalled; and

WHEREAS, the Corps in 2011 , announced that they had been notified in Decernber

2010, of an allocation of fotrr hundred thousand dollat's for the project, an amount that

represents the total sum necessary to complete only the preliminary ecosystem study for the

False Rivel Ecosystern Restoration Project; and

WHEREAS, although the Corps had announced that they were on schedule to release

the final leport in February 20t2, a deadline that has passed with no l'eport and, fol lack of

any fuither funding, the Corps has once again postponed the release of the results of the

Project Restoration Plan; and

WHEREAS, any fur'ther action by the Corps will necessitate adequate funding to

complete the str.rdy and implement the remedial action but, at the current time, there is no

indication of when that funding might be folthcorning and available for these purposes; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Louisiana deserve to have a lestored and sustainable

False River and an essential step in that process is development and agleement on a

practicable plan with achievable goals and measurable tnilestones of achievetnent for how

best to restore and sustain the lake, along with an estimation ofcost for those restoration

effofts; and

WHEREAS, it is essential to condnct a calefirl and delibelate scientific study to

develop a sound and lasting solution to the deteliolation of the quality of the False River

water.shed, it is also essential that action based on tlre recomrnendations developed in this

study be implemented as expeditiously as possible in order to presetve, protect, and enhance

these resources now and for generations to come; and
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HCRNO.123 ENROLLED

WHEREAS, there are several state and local agencies, including the Departrnent of

Agriculture and Forestry, the Department of Environnrental Quality, the Deparhnent of

Health and Hospitals, and the Deparhnent of Wildlife and Fisheries, with expeltise,

knowledge, and resources essential to identiS and evaluate the problerns present in the False

River watelshed, the Departrnent of Natural ResouLces and the Pointe Coupee Palish Police

.lury have been designated as the local sponsors fbr the "False River Aquatic Resources

Ecosyster-n Restoration Proiect"; and

WHEREAS, it is important that the designated local sponsors of the Corps project

bring together all the appropriate state and local governments togethel with all the variotts

stakeholders interested in tlre restoration of False River to identify the ploblems, determine

solutions, and inrplement remedies to restot'e, pt'eserve, and enhance the health and

sustainability of the False River watershed; and

WHEREAS, to achieve the goal of a restored False River Watershed as quickly and

cornpletely as possible, it is necessary to bring together the various government interests, as

well as nongovemmental stakeholder olganizations who possess specialized knowledge or'

whose members represent resource users in the False River watelshed.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislatur'e of Louisiana does hereby

create the False River Watelshed Council, whose membelship shall be as follows:

(1) The commissioner of the Department of Agriculture and Forestry or his

designee within the department.

(2) The secretary of the Department of Environrnental Quality or his designee

within the department.

(3) The secretary of the Depanrnent of Health and Hospitals or his designee

within tire department.

(4) The secretary of the Department of Natural Resources or his designee within

the depaltment, who will serve as vice chair of the council.

(5) The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries ol his designee

within the departrlent, whonr shall seFr'e as chair of the council.

(6) The state senator fi'om Senate District 17.

(7) The state representative fi'om House District 18.

(8) Trvo nrernbers to be selected by the senator lrorr Senate District 17.
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HCRNO. 123 ENROLLED

(9) Two members appointed by the lepresentative fi'otn House Distlict 18.

(10) Two mernbers appointed by the Pointe Coupee Parish Police July.

(11) One mernber appointed by the Pointe Coupee Parish Sheriff.

(12) One member appointed by the mayor of the city of New Roads.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the membels of the False River Watershed

Council shall not be entitled to receive any salaty, per diem, expenses, rnileage, or other

emollients of the offlce for their serice on this commission, outside of any that they may

be entitled to by vifiue of theil selice in another public otfice.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall, at the propel'tilne, contact the

following federal resource agencies to solicit their views and input with respect to

corrpleting the study requested by this Resolution:

(1) United States Army Corps of Engineels.

(2) United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(3) United States Geological Suvey.

(4) National Resources Conservation Service.

(5) United States Depafiment of Agliculture.

(6) NationalOceanographicandAtmosphericAdministration.

(7) United States Environmental Plotection Agency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the membet's of the False River Watershed

Council shall meet as often as necessary to deliberate and ploduce a report that will identify,

review, and evaluate management strategies to facilitate the goal of inrproving the aquatic

habitat of False River; to provide recotmnendations for the optimal managetnent and

protection of the resources within the False River watershed, including but not limited to the

following: the study of impacts and potential impacts to water quality, excess nutrient and

sediment run-off managernent, shoreline modification Inanagement, watelshed conservation

rneasures, and innovative habitat restoration rnethodology; cooldination offederal, state, and

local effbrts to improve and protect water quality; surface water resource management and

protection policies; recomnrendations fol the optimal management and protection of the

natural resources in the False River watelshed; identification ofvarious funding options for

ongoing maintenance of the False River watershed; t'ecommended changes to cun'ellt
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HCRNO. I23 BNROLLED

procedures and practices to nrake the rnanagement and protection ofthe natnral resources

in the False River watershed mole efficient, comprehensive, and sustainable.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the repolt shall be subrnitted to the House

Committee on Natural Resources and Envilomnellt and the Senate Cormn.ittee on

Environmental Quality no later than May 1 ,2013, and that unless the False River Watershed

Council is extended by f-urther action of the Louisiana Legislature, it shall cease to exist

January 11,2016.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transrnitted to the

Pointe Coupee Palish Police Jury, the commissioner of agliculture, the secletary of the

Department of Environmental Quality, the secretary of the Department of Health and

Hospitals, the secretary of the Departnrent of Natural Resources, and the secretary of the

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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ENRpLT,SD

2015 l{egular Session

HOU Sh] CONCURR.FNT R.NSOI,UTION NO. 23 O

tsY IUiPRESHNTA TIVH'f III tsAU"T

A CONCT]RRENT RESOLUTION

To extend the existence of the False River Water.shed Council until June 30, 2016.

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution No. 123 of the 20i2 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature created the False River Watershed Council consisting of twelve

representatives ofstate agcnoy, locai government agencies, the legislature, and concerned

citizens; ancl

W.H.F)RHAS, the council was chargcd with rneet'ing to ". . . deliberate anrJ prodrlce

a report that will identi$, review, and evaluate managemenl sfrategies to facilitate ihe goal

of inrproving the aquatic habitat ofFalse River; to provide recommendations llor the optirnal

management and protection ofthe resowces within the L'alse .River watershed, including trut

not lindted to the tbllowiug: *re study oll irupacts arrd potential irrrpacts to lvater quality,

excess nutrient and sedimenr run-clfY management, sl:oreline modit'ication management,

watershed conseryation lneasure$, an.d innovative habitat restoration rnethodology;

coordirration of llderal, state, an<l local efffils to improve and pfotsct water quality; surface

water reriource management and pr"otection policies; reoomruendations for the optinral

rnanagemcnt anri protectiern. of the nalrrral resclurces in the .False River watershed;

identification of various funding options for ongoing maintenance of the False ltiver

watershed; recomtnended changes 10 current prr:cedures and practices to tnake t}le

management and protecfion of the natural resources in the False River watershed more

effi.cien.t, conrprehensive, and sustainable"; and

WIIIIRIAS, Ilouse Concurrent Resolution No. 123 providcs that the council shall

ceass t0 ex.ist on January ll, 2016, ". . . unless it is extended by {urther action ofthe

LouisianaLegislature. . ,"; and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Legislature finds it necessary to extend the existeoce of

tlre False River Watershed Council an additional six months until June 30,2016.
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HCRNO.23O ENROLLED

TIIHRII;F'ORH, llH If .R,hSALV,F)D tbat the.["egislarure of Louisjena does irereby

extend the existence of the F'alse River Walershed Council until June 30, 2016.

SPEAKH:R O}"'il I B ] TOUS}I OF' R HP.R"L|SHNTAIIVHS

PKESIDE}.IT OF TI{E SENATE
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ENROLLED

2020 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 35

BY REPRESENTATIVE LACOMBE

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To extend the existence of the False River Watershed Council and provide for its

membership.

WHEREAS, House Concurent Resolution No. 123 of the2012 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature created the False River Watershed Council consisting of twelve

representatives ofstate agencies, local government agencies, the legislature, and concerned

citizens; and

WHEREAS, the council was charged with meeting to ". . . deliberate and produce

a report that will identify, review, and evaluate management strategies to facilitate the goal

of improving the aquatic habitat of False River; to provide recommendations for the optimal

management and protection of the resources within the False River watershed, including but

not limited to the following: the study of impacts and potential impacts to water quality,

excess nutrient and sediment run-off management, shoreline modification management,

watershed conservation measures, and innovative habitat restoration methodology;

coordination offederal, state, and local efforts to improve and protect water quality surface

water resource management and protection policies; recommendations for the optimal

management and protection of the natural resources in the False River watershed;

identification of various funding options for ongoing maintenance of the False River

watershed; recommended changes to current procedures and practices to make the

management and protection of the natural resources in the False River watershed more

efficient, comprehensive, and sustainable"; and

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution No. 123 provides that the council shall

cease to exist on January 11,2016, ". . . unless it is extended by further action ofthe

Louisiana Legislature. , ."; and
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HCRNO.35 ENROLLED

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution No. 230 of the 2015 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature continued the council's existence until June 30,2016;and

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution No. 36 of the 2016 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature continued the council's existence until June 30,2017; and

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution No. 52 of the 2017 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature continued the council's existence until January 13,2020;and

WHEREAS, the participants in the watershed council's effofts for ". . . improving the

aquatic habitat of False River; to provide recommendations for the optimal management and

protection of the resources within the False River watershed . , ." are united in their desire

to continue those efforts through continued existence of the False River Watershed Council;

and

WHEREAS, to achieve the goal of a restored False River watershed as quickly and

completely as possible, it continues to be necessary to bring together the various govemment

interests, as well as nongovemmental stakeholder organizations who possess specialized

knowledge or whose members represent resource users in the False River watershed.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

extend the existence of the False River Watershed Council, whose membership shall be as

follows:

(1) ThecommissioneroftheDepartmentofAgricultureandForestryorhisdesignee

within the department.

(2) The seuetary of the Department of Environmental Quality or his designee within

the department.

(3) The secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health or his designee within the

department.

(4) The secretary of the Deparlment of Natural Resources or his designee within the

deparlment, who will serve as vice chair of the council.

(5) The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designee within

the department, who shall serve as chair of the council.

(6) The state senator from Senate District 17.

(7) The state representative from House District 18.

(8) Two members to be selected by the senator from Senate District 17.

(9) Two members appointed by the representative from House District 18.

(10) Two members appointed by the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury.

( 1 I ) The director of the Office of Emergency Preparedness - Pointe Coupee Parish.
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HCRNO.35 ENROLLED

(12) One member appointed by the mayor of the city of New Roads.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall submit an annual report to the

House Committee on Natural Resources and Environment and the Senate Committee on

Natural Resources no later than thirty days prior to the convening of each year's regular

session.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the False River watershed

Council shall not be entitled to receive any salary, per diem, expenses' mileage, or other

emoluments of the office for their service on this commission, outside of any that they may

be entitled to by virtue oftheir service in another public office.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall, at the proper time, contact the

following federal resource agencies to solicit their views and input with respect to

completing the study requested by this Resolution:

(1) United States Army Corps of Engineers.

(2) United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(3) United States Geological Survey.

(4) National Resources Conservation Service.

(5) United States Department of Agriculture.

(6) National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration,

(7) United States Environmental Protection Agency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury, the commissioner of agricuhrre, the secretary of the

Department of Environmental Quality, the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health,

the secretary of the Department of Natural Resources, and the secretary of the Department

of Wildlife and Fisheries.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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ENROLLED

2016 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 36

BY REPRESENTATIVE THIBAUT

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To extend the existence of the False River Watershed Council until June 30,2017 .

WHEREAS, House Concun'ent Resolution No. 123 of the 2012 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature created the False River Watershed Council consisting of twelve

representatives of state agencies, local government agencies, the legislature, and concerned

citizens; and

WHEREAS, the council was charged with meeting to ". . . deliberate and produce

a repoft that will identiff, review, and evaluate management strategies to facilitate the goal

of improving the aquatic habitat of False River; to provide recotnmendations for the optimal

management and protection of the resources within the False River watershed, including but

not limited to the following: the study of impacts and potential impacts to water quality,

excess nutrient and sedirnent run-off management, shoreline modification management,

watershed conservation measures, and innovative habitat restoration methodology;

coordination offederal, state, and local efforts to irnprove and protect water quality; surface

water resource management and protection policies; recommendations for the optimal

management and protection of the natural resources in the False River watershed;

identification of valious funding options for ongoing maintenance of the False River

watelshed; recommended changes to cun'ent procedures and practices to make the

management and protection of the naflrral resources in the False Rivel watershed more

efficient, comprehensive, and sustainable"; and

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution No. 123 provided that the council shall

cease to exist on January 11,2016, ". . unless it is extended by furthel action ofthe

Louisiana Legislature. . ."; and
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HCRNO.36 ENROLLED

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution No.230 of the 2015 Regular Session

extended the existence ofthe council until June 30,2016; and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Legislature finds it necessary to extend the existence of

the False Rivel Watershed Council an additional year until June 30, 2017.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

extend the existence of the False River Watershed Council until June 30,2017.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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ENROLLED

201 7 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO.52

BY REPRESENTATIVE THIBAUT

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To extend the existence of the False River Watershed Council until Janualy 13,2020, and

provide for its membership.

WHEREAS, House Concuruent Resolution No. 123 of the2012 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature created the False River Watershed Council consisting of twelve

representatives ofstate agencies, local govetnment agencies, the legislature, and concemed

citizens; and

WHEREAS, the council was charged with meeting to ". . . deliberate and ploduce

a report that will identi!, review, and evalnate management strategies to facilitate the goal

of irnploving the aquatic habitat of False River; to provide recommendations fol the optinral

management and protection ofthe resources within the False River watershed, including but

not limited to the following: the study of impacts and potential irnpacts to water quality,

excess nutrient and sediment run-off lnanagement, shoreline modification management,

watershed conservation measures, and innovative habitat restoration methodology;

coordination offederal, state, and local efforts to improve and protect water quality; surface

water resoul'ce management and protection policies; recommendations for the optimal

management and plotection of the natural resources in the False River watershed;

identification of various funding options for ongoing maintenance of the False River'

watershed; recommended changes to current procedtu'es and practices to nrake the

management and protection of the natural resources in the False River watershed trore

efficient, comprehensive, and sustainable"; and

WHEREAS, House Concurent Resolution No. 123 provides that the council shall

cease to exist on January ll, 2016, ". unless it is extended by further action of the

Louisiana Legislature. . ."; and
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HCR NO. 52 ENROLLED

WHEREAS, House Concunent Resolutiou No. 230 of the 2015 Regulal Session of

the Louisiana Legislatule continued the council's existence until June 30, 2016; and

WHEREAS, House Conculrent Resolution No. 36 of the 2016 Regulal Session of

the Louisiana Legislatule continued the council's existence until June 30,2017; and

WHEREAS, the palticipants in the watelshed council's effbt'ts for ". . . inproving the

aquatic habitat ofFalse River; to provide reconrmendations for the optimal tranageurent and

plotection of the lesources within the False River watershed . . ." are united in their desile

to continue those efforts thlough continued existence of tlre False River Watershed Council;

and

WHEREAS, to achieve the goal of a t'estored !-alse River watershed as quickly and

completely as possible, it continues to be necessary to bring together the various government

interests, as well as nongovemlnental stakeholder organizations who possess specialized

knowledge or whose members repl'esent resource users in the False River watershed.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislatule of Louisiana does hereby

extend until January 13,2020, the existence of the False River Watershed Council, whose

men.rbelship shall be as follows:

(l) The commissioner of the Departtnent of Agriculture and Forestry or his

designee within the departrnent.

(2) The secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality or his designee

within the deparhnent.

(3) The secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health or his designee within

the department.

(4) The secretary of the Department of Natural Resources or his designee within

the department, who will sel've as vice chail oithe council.

(5) The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designee

within the deparh.nent, who shall senr'e as chair of the council.

(6) The state senatol' from Senate Distlict 17.

(7) The state representative from House District 18.

(8) Two membels to be selected by the senator from Senate Distlict 17.

(9) Two members appointed by the representative frotn House District 18.

(10) Two mernbers appointed by the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury.
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HCRNO.52 ENROLLED

(ll) The director of the Office of Ernergency Preparedness - Pointe Coupee

Palish.

(12) One member appointed by the mayor of the city of New Roads.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall submit a report to the

legislature no later than thirry days plior to the convening ofthe 2018 Regular Session.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the meurbers of the False River Watershed

Council shall not be entitled to receive any salary, per diern, expenses, rnileage, or otl'lel'

emoluments of the office for their service on this commission, outside of any that they may

be entitled to by virtue of their service in another public office.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall, at the proper tirne, contact the

following federal resource agencies to solicit their views and input with respect to

completing the study requested by this Resolution:

(l) United States Army Corps of Engineers.

(2) United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(3) United States Geological Suley.

(4) NationalResourcesConservationSer.rice.

(5) United States Depaftment of Agriculture.

(6) NationalOceanographicandAtmosphericAdministration.

(7) United States Environmental Protection Agency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury, the commissioner of agriculture, the secretary of the

Department of Environmental Quality, the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health,

the secretary of the Departrnent of Natural Resources, and the secretary of the Department

of Wildlif'e and Fisheries.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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